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As Senior Director, Financial Inclusion at Grameen Foundation, Christian Loupeda has more than twenty-
five years of experience in international development with expertise in microfinance, inclusive finance, 
digital finance and branchless banking, agricultural finance, project management, strategic partnerships, 
sector strategies and social performance management in microfinance and microenterprise development. 
Christian is an expert in pro-poor and inclusive market services design and implementation, and has an 
intimate understanding of the cultural and social issues relevant to implementing development initiatives. 
In Asia, Christian has led efforts to develop innovative delivery channels and tools targeting women 
entrepreneurs, including under the Community Agent Network program in the Philippines. Christian holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and a Master of Arts in Development Economics, with a certificate in 
International Law. 

 

EDUCATION 
M.A. in Development Economics                                       1988 

Université de Paris II, Paris (France)  

 

International Public Law             1987 

Université de Paris II, Institut des Hautes Etudes Internationales, Paris (France) 
 
B.A. in Economics               1986 

Université de Paris I, Paris (France) 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Senior Director Financial Inclusion, GRAMEEN FOUNDATION        Nov 2016-Present 

Leads the process for the design of GF Digital Finance for Women strategy while supporting 

business development efforts globally in the area of digital finance for women and branchless 

banking. Supports Grameen’s financial institution partners in products and services development 

including agriculture financing and health financing. Leads the organization’s efforts in networks 

of female agents and the development of a social enterprise in this area. Works with Grameen’s 

partners to ensure a lasting social value to digital financial services users including in the area of 

data privacy.  Also provides technical support to the organization’s ongoing projects in these 

areas. 

 

Director Financial Inclusion, FREEDOM FROM HUNGER                 Feb 2012-Oct 2016 

 INTEGRATION WITH GRAMEEN FOUNDATION 
Led FFH’s innovative efforts in the area of financial inclusion based on the organization’s mission 

resulting in a clear strategic positioning of the organization in the financial inclusion arena, 

managed for FFH several initiatives, carried out a cost-effectiveness analysis of a small savings 

collection model incorporating Digital Finance solutions, led and analyzed the costs and revenues 

of savings service provision to youth for further understanding of youth savings business case for 

financial institutions, coordinated the design and development of a business model for FFH to 

disseminate financial education across Latin America 

 

Director Imp-Act Consortium                                    Feb 2010-Jan 2012 
Led and managed the Imp-Act Consortium, a global network of 12 organizations committed to 

collaborate for the promotion and the adoption of SPM (Social Performance Management) 

approach in microfinance industry, facilitated collaboration among the Imp-Act Consortium 
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member organizations to support each other (peer-support, experience sharing) and ensured 

knowledge management in the area of SPM practice: Consortium actively contributed in the 

development of SPM principles and to the Universal Standards of Social Performance promoted 

by the Social Performance Task Force (SPTF), facilitated and coordinated the development of an 

on line capacity building resources for SPM promotion including the SPM Network and the SPM 

Resource Center, managed the Consortium’s operating budget, supervised two staff members (a 

Learning Manager and an Administrative Assistant) and ensured the implementation of 

Consortium’s specific projects.  

 

  Director Credit with Education, Africa and Asia                               July 2008-Jan 2010 
Developed and implemented innovative strategies and models of value added microfinance, 

initiated strategic partnerships to scale up value added microfinance services with some major 

microfinance networks including Vision Fund, AFMIN (African Microfinance Network).   

 
Senior Technical Advisor                                                                                  April 2000-June 2008 

Defined and implemented Freedom from Hunger’s strategy in West Africa: trained and built the 
capacity of five (5) credit union federations in Credit with Education methodology totaling about 
2 millions of members in 2008, provided technical assistance to Freedom from Hunger’s partners 
in Madagascar and Haiti in the implementation of a Credit with Education’s program, 
contributed actively in the implementation of Freedom from Hunger’s Microfinance and Health 
Protection project; initiated, cultivated and developed new partnerships for Freedom from 
Hunger with local, regional and international organizations including funding organization, 
contributed and coordinated on behalf of Freedom from Hunger the pilot-testing of Saving for 
Change, a saving-led microfinance methodology developed in collaboration with Oxfam America 
and the Strømme Foundation. This methodology is serving hundreds of thousands of poor rural 
women across Africa, Asia and Latin America, structured and launched Freedom from Hunger’s 
West Africa Office (based in Bamako - Mali) to accelerate the growth and outreach of technical 
assistance to Freedom from Hunger partners throughout West Africa. 

 
Operations Officer, The World Bank                                                                 Jan 1993-April 2000 

Oversaw the Public Enterprises Rehabilitation Project (US$20m), the Private Sector 
Development Project (US$30m) and the Transport Sector Development Project and provided 
technical support to local projects implementation units on behalf of the Bank, support World 
Bank’s operations in the sector of infrastructures (Transport sector and Urban Management) and 
oversaw the implementation of national strategies and the Bank’s investment programs in these 
sectors. 
 

Small Enterprise Development Project Manager, CRS                               July 1991-Dec 1992 
Initiated and launched microfinance activities at Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Benin office: 
Managed the implementation of a major microfinance project implemented by CRS Benin in rural 
south Benin, led and coordinated the development of CRS Benin’s work in microfinance in Benin 
and supervised technical assistance and training provision to CRS Benin partners (local NGOs) in 
microfinance (Village Banking methodology). 

  

LANGUAGE 
English 

French         

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Developing Next Generation Household Health Financing Instruments: Drawing on 

Lessons Learned”. Grameen Foundation: Washington, DC. 

http://strommestiftelsen.no/stromme-foundations-anti--corruption-program


 

https://grameenfoundation.org/resource/developing-next-generation-health-financing-instruments-

households-drawing-lessons-learned (2019) 

“Show Me The Money”: Cost and Revenues of Youth Savings and Financial Education Services Offered 

By Credit Unions in Mali and in Ecuador (2014) 

“Don’t Abandon Youth Financial Services – Innovate”. CGAP Blog Series – Advancing financial 
inclusion to improve the lives of the poor” (2014)   
 
“Using Mobile Money to Link Savings Groups to financial Institutions” Pilot Project Assessment 
report – Freedom from Hunger (2015) 
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